1576]          The Queen and the Sidneys.             89

of worldly chances and necessities, nothing can hap-
pen unto you so heavy but you can and will bear
them as they ought to be rightly taken, yet, for as
much as we conceive the grief you yet feel thereby,
as in such cases natural parents are accustomed, we
would not have you ignorant, to ease your sorrow as
much as may be, how we take part of your grief
upon us." Thereupon followed an offer in the
nature of a command. " God hath left unto you
the comfort of one daughter of very good hope,"
wrote the Queen, " whom if you shall think good to
remove from those parts of unpleasant air into better
in these parts, and will send her unto us before
Easter, or when you shall think good, assure your-
self that we will have a special care of her, not
doubting but, as you are well persuaded of our
favour towards yourself, so will we make further
demonstration thereof in her."

There was no great generosity in thus proposing to
find lodgings at Court, her father doubtless being left
to provide clothing, for the beautiful and sprightly
Mary Sidney, now in her fourteenth year. Elizabeth
liked to have handsome and clever women and girls
about her, never deeming that her own appearance
was not made more attractive by proximity to others
of her sex, even if they were younger and better-
looking than herself. She was only jealous when
they thought of marrying the courtiers in whose
compliments and admiration she claimed a mono-
poly ; and she was not unwilling that some of them
should be mated with the courtiers for whom she had
no special affection. In promoting Philip Sidney's